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INTRODUCTION

The Mirage is an eight-voice digital sampling keyboard combining the
complexity and accuracy of digital sounds with an analog synthesizer section which
provides programmable control over filtering, envelopes and modulation. Digital
sounds can be tailored to a player's taste while the velocity-sensitive keyboard adds
new dimensions in creative expression. The Mirage Musician's Manual, which comes
with the instrument, is the introduction to operating the Mirage. This Advanced
Sampler's Guide is for musicians who have experience using the Mirage and want to
make original sounds for the instrument. It covers the challenging process of sampling
sounds, along with many fine points of the Mirage and its hidden capabilities. It is an
introduction to digital sampling and a reference manual for the Mirage.

Enclosed with this guide is a disk which contains the Mirage Advanced Sampling
Operating System (MASOS). The MASOS disk is a special tool for the advanced
user. It features new commands for manipulating sounds and supports the Input
Sampling Filter and personal computer-based Visual Editing System. Use the
MASOS disk for sampling, then store your samples on ENSONIQ Formatted Diskettes
available from your dealer. This book also contains the reference manual for MASOS.

Part | - Understanding the Mirage, is an overview. It assumes the reader is
familiar with analog synthesis as it shows how the Mirage is similar to, and quite

different from, a conventional synthesizer. It introduces the vocabulary of digital
sampling.

Part Il - Mirage Parameters, delves into the details of the Program,
Wavesample and Sampling controls: why they are there, what they do, and how they
are used.

Part lll - Sampling Tutorial, gets to the heart of the matter - how to make good
samples. This is a step-by-step guide through four different sampling situations. It
progresses from a simple unlooped sound to Multisampling.

Part IV - Advanced Sampling Techniques, contains the most complicated
details about sampling, in theory and in practice. It explains the many techniques and
special considerations involved in creating your own sounds on the Mirage.

It is surprisingly easy to come up with wonderful sounds on the Mirage, even from
the most modest sound sources. It is only necessary to understand a little about how
the Mirage works and some simple sampling techniques. The reproduction of natural
sounding acoustic instruments, on the other hand, is sometimes extremely difficult - it is
an art, not a science. As with studio recording, mastery takes a sensitive ear, a good
understanding of the process, experience and a good deal of patience.




































































































































































































































































































































